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Spring is finally just around the corner and truly just in time to get ready to start our spring clean up, 
with many of our senior residents being able to reach out to others in our community to assist with this 
task by way of our WHISPER program.  The WHISPER program was presented to our community this 
month after many months of meeting with the churches and civic groups in the City of Willoughby 
Hills.  Once all of our volunteers were on board, we were able to introduce the concept of assisting our 
senior community with day to day tasks that somehow have become more difficult, if not impossible, to 
achieve.  We are proud to offer this program to our residents and hope that the surrounding cities will 
take our lead in this worthwhile endeavor.  
 
March also means our famous pancake breakfasts will be back at the Community Center, hosted by our 
Recreation Department and the Willoughby Hills Lions Club.  This is the perfect opportunity to get out 
and see some friends and neighbors who have been hibernating all winter.  Remember to bring a canned 
good or non-perishable item to help with Harvest for Hunger, featured during the pancake breakfasts. 
 
The recent Cuyahoga County Commissioners meeting presented us with a challenge to once again unite 
to voice our opposition to airport runway expansion at the Cuyahoga County Airport. While our trip to 
their meeting last April truly squelched their efforts, their February 12th meeting served to get 
Proposition 38 approved as part of the Airport Master Plan.  While the steps to bring this plan to fruition 
has many more twists and turns to take before we need to panic, we will continue our efforts to ensure 
the safety and comfort lifestyle concerns of our residents. This meeting and the approval which 
transpired during the meeting was unexpected, but this Administration and Council plan to be very 
proactive as we move forward in addressing this issue.  We invite you to continue to voice your 
opposition to Cuyahoga and Lake County Commissioners, as well as airport officials. 
 
As we move into the month of March, I am sure our residents along the Chagrin River are relieved that 
they can finally rest easy as they know the threat of winter flooding is finally nearly gone.  Nate and our 
Service Department workers are happy to put away the snow plows and bring out the lawnmowers.  
Many of our youth are signing up to play baseball or softball in the City of Willoughby Hills this year as 
registration is being held at all pancake breakfasts during the first three Sundays in March.  You will 
then be welcome to stop by Roemisch Field to see the talent of our youngsters!  Our library continues to 
stock the latest movies and books for our community and would be happy to have you stop by to take 
advantage of them, or participate in one of their many interesting programs.  The restaurants and shops 
in Willoughby Hills, too, have made it through the tough winter and now ask you to support their 
businesses as we make it through the economic turbulence of our country.  Willoughby Hills has a lot to 
offer and I truly hope you will get out and enjoy our great city.  
 
In closing, I had the privilege of presenting the “State of the City” address on February 26, 2009, at St. 
Noel Church, an event sponsored by Willoughby Area Chamber of Commerce.  I was proud to report all 
of the great things we have accomplished together in the past year and the plans we have for our future.  
As we continue our “Residents First” approach to governing our city, let me remind you that you are 
always welcome to call with any questions, comments or concerns you may have about our city.  I will 
continue to serve the City of Willoughby Hills as I have during the past year and look forward to making 
our residents proud to live here.  


