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While many of our residents and Council members were able to recently “kick back” and 
enjoy the summer break, there was a group of nine individuals who continued their 
diligent work in order to prepare Charter amendments for the City of Willoughby Hills.  
These individuals included Chairman Dale Fellows, Vice Chairman Andy Gardner, 
Secretary Linda Fulton, Councilman Chris Biro, Tony Manfredi, Wilhelmina Kamis, 
Joyce Grady, Jim Shannon and Pete Corbissero.  The three-month task of reviewing our 
existing Charter, discussing changes and preparing the amendments for our November 
ballot was a very time-consuming, tedious undertaking.  I thank the members of the 
Charter Review Commission and commend them on a job well done.   
 
After reviewing their recommendations, please know that I support all of the changes 
they propose.  There will be upcoming Town Hall meetings to discuss these amendments 
prior to the November election; however, I wanted to briefly outline the changes they 
recommend to our existing Charter: 
 
Proposed Amendment #1 – Section 2.21 Appointments –Gives Council some authority  
in hiring and dismissal of Department Directors. 
 
Proposed Amendment #2 – Section 2.22 Mayor Duties & Responsibilities- Outlines the 
Mayor’s role regarding Council meeting attendance and voting privileges. 
 
Proposed Amendment #3 – Section 2.23 Mayor Veto Power – a) Designates 15 days as 
the maximum number of days the Mayor is permitted to disapprove an ordinance or 
resolution, and b) Specifies five or more Council members as the number required to set 
aside Mayor’s veto of an ordinance or resolution. 
 
Proposed Amendment #4 – Section 2.3 Mayor Vacancy of Office – a) Changes the 
number of months required to be remaining in Mayor’s term from less than 30 months to 
less than 18 months for President of Council to assume Mayor’s role, and b) Uses more 
than 18 months remaining in unexpired term to require election and makes provisions if 
three are less than 30 days before upcoming election. 
 
Proposed Amendment #5 – Section 3.12 The Council- Voting District – Changes the 
language of voting districts to Districts I, II and III, rather than AA, BB, CC, DD, EE, FF, 
GG, and HH. 
 
Proposed Amendment #6 – Section 3.23 The Council – Organization – Changes the date 
Council must first organize following an election from January 3 to the first Monday on 
or after January 3rd. 
 
Proposed Amendment #7 – Section 5.32 – Boards & Commissions – Board of Building 
and Zoning Appeals – Better defines the current role of the BZA and its privileges in 
granting variations in zoning ordinances and building codes.  



 
Proposed Amendment #8 – Section 7.2 – Fiscal Matters – Voter Approval of Tax Levies 
– For tax levies, changes the percentage required for approval by majority. 
 
Proposed Amendment #9 – Section 8.3 – The Electorate – Petitions – Ensures a petition 
contains required number of valid signatures, rather than just referring to it as a 
“petition.” 
 
Proposed Amendment #10 – Section 10.2 – Miscellaneous Provisions – Officers & 
Employees – a) Makes it understood that throughout the charter there is gender neutrality, 
rather than reference to one particular sex, and b) Deleted redundancies in Article 2 and 
Section 9.4. 
 
Further explanation on all of these proposed amendments will be forthcoming in the way 
of Town Meetings and literature.  Again, please know that I appreciate the work of the 
Charter Review Commission and support their recommendations.   If you have any 
questions or concerns about any of these issues, please do not hesitate to call my office. 
 
Summer has also been a perfect time to start sanding and painting our fire hydrants.  
While there is no way we can financially do all of the fire hydrants this year, we have 
begun with those hydrants identified as being the “worst” and have sanded and painted 
them “red”.  We will continue to evaluate the remainder of the hydrants to this project’s 
completion. 
 
As a way to end a great summer, don’t forget to put Fall Corn Fest 2008 on your 
calendar.  This is our community’s premier event to be held on Saturday, September 13, 
2008 and promises to be a true day of community and fun.  Looking forward to seeing 
you there!  


