
City of Willoughby Hills 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-46 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PART THIRTEEN – BUILDING CODE, TITLE THREE – LOCAL 
BUILDING PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1337 – EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE CODE, SECTION 
1337.15, SUBSECTION (i) – OVERGROWTH AND SUBSECTION (j) – VACANT STRUCTURES 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 27, 2010, the Council of City of Willoughby Hills adopted Ordinance No. 2010-22 enacting 
an Exterior Maintenance Code; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in the Building Commissioner’s Interoffice Memo addressed to the Council Planning and Zoning 
Committee, dated October 18, 2013 pertaining to the subject of Maintenance of Overgrowth in the Right-of-Way of 
Vacant Land, consisting of one (1) page, attached hereto, as the Exhibit “A” and referenced herein, the Building 
Commissioner stated that the growth of grasses and other vegetation on vacant undeveloped land has becomes a nuisance 
to neighboring property owners; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order for the Building Commissioner to provided notification to compel compliance to Section 
1337.15, Subsection (i) – Overgrowth and Subsection (j) – Vacant Structures and Land, the Commissioner requires a 
specific ordinance or rule which governs said request; the Commissioner feels that Section 1337.15(j) for Vacant Land of 
the City Exterior Maintenance Code is non-specific and ambiguous; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Building Commissioner is requesting specific standards to cite to request such maintenance of 
overgrowth in the right-of-way of vacant land.  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILLOUGHBY HILLS, 
COUNTY OF LAKE, STATE OF OHIO THAT: 
 
 SECTION 1. Existing Section 1337.15 – Subsection (i) – Overgrowth be and same hereby is amended to read 
and provide in its entirety as follows: 
 

“(i) Overgrowth.  Where landscaping has been maintained on the premises the 
exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds or plant growth in excess of 
nine (9) inches. (See Section 1337.15, Subsection (j) Vacant Structures and 
Land). 
                           Upon failure of the owner or agent having charge of a property to 
cut and destroy weeds after service of a Notice of Violation, they shall be subject 
to prosecution in accordance with Section 1337.08(b) - Prosecution of Violation 
and as prescribed by the authority having jurisdiction.  Upon failure to comply 
within fourteen (14) days to the Notice of Violation, any duly authorized employee 
of the jurisdiction or contractor hired by the jurisdiction shall be authorized to enter 
upon the property in violation and cut and destroy the overgrowth thereon, and the 
costs of such removal shall be paid by the owner or agent responsible for the 
property.” 
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