
  

City of Willoughby Hills 
 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-21 

(AS AMENDED) 
 

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF JOSEPH N. GROSS AND BENESCH, 
FRIEDLANDER, COPLAN AND ARONOFF, LLP, TO SERVE AS SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR THE 
CITY OF WILLOUGHBY HILLS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF REPRESENTING THE CITY IN 
DEFENDING CURRENTLY PENDING LABOR OR EMPLOYMENT RELATED SUITS OR 
CONTROVERSIES AND PREVENTING OR DEFENDING LABOR OR EMPLOYMENT RELATED 
SUITS OR CONTROVERSIES RELATED TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 2018 CITY 
BUDGET AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
  

 WHEREAS, Article XVIII, Section 3 of the Ohio Constitution gives municipalities the authority to 
exercise all powers of local self-government and to adopt and enforce within their limits such local police, 
sanitary and other similar regulations, as are not in conflict with general laws; and 
 

WHEREAS, Council may “engage outside counsel with respect to a discrete pressing, matter”, Weger 
v. City of Willoughby Hills, Case No. CV 001758 (2018); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Willoughby Hills desires to appoint special legal counsel who 

specializes in labor and employment matters to represent the City in any and all currently pending labor or 
employment controversies; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City is currently engaged in pending labor controversies; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council for the City of Willoughby Hills desires to appoint special legal counsel who 

specializes in labor and employment matters to represent the City in any proceedings before any courts or 
agencies or in any dealings with any of the City’s unions in labor and employment matters as they may exist 
currently or as the City implements its 2018 City Budget; and 

 
WHEREAS, individuals have threatened to bring suits and controversies in relation to the 

implementation of the 2018 City Budget; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Council requested special legal counsel, namely Joseph N. Gross, of Benesch, Friedlander, 
Coplan and Aronoff, LLP, to represent the City in such matters; and 
   
 WHEREAS, in order to maintain fiscal discipline and proceed with the appointment of special legal 
counsel, Council deems it necessary and proper to formally appropriate $25,000 for such services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Council desires to place a cap on the cost of such legal services, while reserving the 
authority to amend such appropriation by further ordinance of Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, Council desires to authorize and direct the Mayor and Finance Director to execute the 

modified agreement, which incorporates the spending cap of $25,000. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILLOUGHBY 
HILLS, COUNTY OF LAKE, STATE OF OHIO THAT: 
 

DAVID M. FIEBIG 

CHRISTOPHER HALLUM 

LAURA LENZ 

JANET MAJKA 

LAURA PIZMOHT 

 

 
NANCY E. FELLOWS 
President of Council 
 
 

JOHN PLECNIK 
Vice President of Council 
 
 

VICTORIA ANN SAVAGE, CMC 
Clerk of Council 
















