
City of Willoughby Hills 
 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2017-12 

 
AN ORDINANCE IMPOSING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
CULTIVATION, PROCESSING, AND RETAIL DISPENSARY FACILITIES WITHIN THE CITY OF 
WILLOUGHBY HILLS, OHIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 

 WHEREAS, on June 8, 2016 the Ohio General Assembly adopted and the Governor signed into law 
131 Sub. H.B. 523, which became effective September 8, 2016; and 
 
 WHEREAS, 131 Sub. H.B. 523, among other things, permits patients in Ohio to use medical marijuana 
on the recommendation of physicians; creates state regulatory oversight of the cultivation, processing, retail 
sale, use and physician recommendation of medical marijuana; authorizes the legislative authority of a city to 
adopt regulations to prohibit or limit the number of retail medical marijuana dispensaries, and prohibits a 
cultivator, processor, retail dispensary or laboratory from being located or relocating within 500 feet of a 
school, church, public library, public playground or public park; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City Administration and Planning Commission require time to undertake a thorough 
review of all applicable state codes, regulations and local ordinances in order to formulate a proper local 
response to 131 Sub. H.B. 523; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the State of Ohio and the Ohio Revised Code, the City of 
Willoughby Hills and other Ohio Municipalities have the power to enact laws that are for the health, safety, and 
welfare of their citizens which may include restricting areas used for certain businesses and trades. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILLOUGHBY 
HILLS, COUNTY OF LAKE, STATE OF OHIO THAT: 
 
 SECTION 1. The Council of the City of Willoughby Hills hereby imposes a twelve (12) month 
Moratorium on the consideration, approval or authorization of any permitted use, special use or accessory use 
that would enable the cultivation, processing, or retail sale of medical marijuana.  This would include the 
granting of building permits or certificates of occupancy for any building, structure, use or change of use that 
would enable said activity within the City.  Said Moratorium extends to the submission, consideration or 
approval of all applications for general development plans, final development plans, special or accessory use 
permits, occupancy permits, building permits or the like. 
 
 SECTION 2. This Moratorium shall become effective on the date this Ordinance following its 
passage by City Council, and is approved by the Mayor, shall remain in effect for twelve (12) months following 
the date upon which it became effective and, thereafter, upon a majority vote of City Council, may be continued 
in effect, if City Council finds such continuance is required to allow sufficient time for the Planning 
Commission or other City department, committees, or commissions to complete the research and 
recommendation of what action, if any, the City of Willoughby Hills should take to safeguard the public health, 
safety and welfare through the provision of adequate planning, zoning, land-use, or other regulatory controls 
that are specifically applicable to medical marijuana cultivation, processing, or retail dispensary facilities or the 
Moratorium may be continued for additional time if City Council so chooses in order for City Council to make 
its decision whether or not to adopt an Ordinance pursuant to ORC 3796.29.  
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