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Western Reserve Land Conservancy

land = people = community

September 21, 2016

Willoughby Hills City Council
35405 Chardon Road
Willoughby Hills, OH 44094

RE: Proposed Roadway Vacation of Covert Drive
Members of Council:

Western Reserve Land Conservancy, in conjunction with the Sivazlian family and Lake Metroparks,
respectfully requests the vacation of Covert Drive. The roadway was platted to run, roughly north-south,
between Euclid-Chardon Road and Hayes Drive but was never installed. Western Reserve Land
Conservancy has a purchase agreement in place with the Sivazlian family members now in title to Faye
Sivazlian’s former property. The Land Conservancy is acquiring most of the land surrounding the Covert
Drive right-of-way as it runs south from Euclid-Chardon Road (PPN 31A-2A-1), as well as the land south
of the right-of-way as it veers west toward Hayes Drive. Currently a portion of the right-of-way serves as
the driveway to the house located on parcel 31A-2A-1 but the majority of the right-of-way is raw land.

We are aware that the vacation this right-of-way has been in issue in the City for some time. However,
the purpose of our vacation request is two-fold. First, we wish to remove what should be considered a
paper street and thereby allow for the subdivision of parcel 31A-2A-1. This is needed in order to create a
separate eight acre house lot. This cannot currently be accomplished because the right-of-way runs
across the proposed house lot and a subdivision may not occur around a right-of-way. The Land
Conservancy will retain the home and eight acres; the remainder of the land (approximately 45 acres)
will eventually transfer to Lake Metroparks. The second purpose of the vacation is to prevent future
installation of the road, thus protecting the natural resources on the property.

In addition to the Sivazlians, two other property owners, the Covert/Kerrs and Vincents, abut the subject
right-of-way. Jones Surveying has sent each a letter informing them of our intention to seek the vacation
of Covert Drive. The Land Conservancy is also in discussions directly with the Kerrs with regard to the
driveway, which will cross their property after the vacation, providing access to the single family home.
We request that finalization of the road vacation would be contingent on successfully securing the
access easement.

Vacating the right-of-way is not anticipated to be detrimental to the driving public because Covert Drive
was never installed. There is no daily traffic on the roadway, other than the access driveway to the
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existing home. The vacation will not impact access to abutting properties as each has their own access
off either Hayes Drive or Euclid-Chardon Road.

Enclosed for your review are an aerial map of the subject property and a location map which show the
extent of the right-of-way. Jones Surveying LLC will provide the City directly with the following items: 1)
an updated plat based on City and County comments; 2) a recordable plat of the subject vacation; and 3)
the certified mailing list and copies of the letters sent to adjacent landowners.

Should you have any questions regarding this petition, please contact the Land Conservancy at
440.528.4173.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

¥y %
Jeffery Schiffman

Conservation Project Manager
Western Reserve Land Conservancy
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