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ORDINANCE NO. 2020-42

AN ORDINANCE WAIVING THE STIPULATION AS SET FORTH IN PART ONE -
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, TITLE FIVE - ADMINISTRATIVE, CHAPTER 157-
GENERAL EMPLOYMENT PROVISIONS, SECTION 157.05(f) VACATIONS - OF THE
CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WILLOUGHBY HILLS TO ALLOW
CHIEF ROBERT GANDEE TO CARRY OVER FORTY-ONE AND A HALF (41.5)
HOURS OF VACATION TIME AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, Chapter 157.05 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Willoughby Hills
establishes the guidelines for “Vacations™ as they pertain to the “General Employment Provisions”
of the municipality; and

WHEREAS, Section 157.07(f) of the “Vacations” subsection, as listed above, states that
“no vacation may be postponed or permitted to accumulate from year to year and each vacation
must be completed before the anniversary date of employment; in the event that a vacation is not
completed before the anniversary date of employment, it shall be deemed forfeited,” with three
exceptions noted; and

WHEREAS, Section 157.07(f)(1) of the “Vacations” subsection, as listed above, denotes
one of the exceptions as “due to extenuating circumstances and upon written request of the
employee received by the Mayor prior to the employee’s anniversary date of employment, the
Mayor shall have the authority to waive the stipulation set forth in Sub-Section (1) and a second
exception establishes a maximum of up to eighty (80) hours that may be carried over; and

WHEREAS, on June 25, 2020, Fire Chief Robert Gandee was notified by Assistant
Finance Director Jeffrey Stergar that forty-one and a half (41.5) hours of vacation were forfeited
pursuant to Codified Ordinance 157.05(f); and

WHEREAS, Fire Chief Robert Gandee was unable to use his vacation in the allotted time
due to “extenuating circumstances” which were related to Fire Department needs and coverage
during the Coronavirus Pandemic, which should fulfill the requirement outlined in Section
157.07(f)(1) as an exception; and

WHEREAS, forty-one and a half (41.5) hours in excess of the provision outlined in
Section 157.07(f)(2) should be considered for carryover based on the extenuating circumstances
of the Coronavirus Pandemic, as well, serving as an exception to Section 157.07(£)(2); and

WHEREAS, Mayor Gardner has advised Council of his desire to allow Fire Chief Robert
Gandee to carryover 41.5 hours on a one-time individual basis due to the extenuating
circumstances outlined above.
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WILLOUGHBY HILLS, COUNTY OF LAKE, STATE OF OHIO THAT:

SECTION 1. While Section 157.05 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Willoughby
Hills sets the guidelines for vacation time usage and carryover provisions, Sub-Section (H(1)
allows for exceptions due to extenuating circumstances.

SECTION 2. Section 157.05(£)(2) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Willoughby
Hills specifically allows for up to eighty (80) hours to be carried over, but Fire Chief Gandee’s
specific request exceeds the eighty-hour maximum set forth pursuant to Ordinance 2008-73.

SECTION 3. Mayor Gardner supports Fire Chief Robert Gandee’s request to be
permitted to carry over the additional forty-one and a half (41.5) hours due to the extenuating
circumstances provided by Chief Gandee during the Coronavirus Pandemic.

SECTION 4. The actions of this Council concerning and relating to the passage of this
legislation were conducted in lawful meetings of this Council and that all deliberations of this
Council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action were in compliance with all
legal requirements including Chapter 107 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Willoughby
Hills.

SECTION 5. This Ordinance constitutes an emergency measure in that the same provides
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of
the City of Willoughby Hills, insofar as it provides for the usual daily operation of the
municipality; wherefore this Ordinance shall be in full force and take effect from and after its
adoption and approval by the Mayor.
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