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City of Willoughby Hills 
 
 

Regular Council Meeting 
Minutes of October 22, 2015 

All Council Meetings shall be recorded by audio recording device and will be held in perpetuity and shall be part 
of the official records and minutes.  Written minutes of Council shall be shortened whenever possible.   

 
Meeting Called to Order at 7:01 p.m. by President Raymond C. Somich 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Roll Call of Council  
 Members Present: Councilwoman Jennifer Sommers Greer, Councilman John Plecnik,  
    President Raymond C. Somich, Councilman Christopher L. Biro,  
    Vice President Nancy E. Fellows, Councilman David M. Fiebig 
  
 Absent:  Councilman Christopher Hallum (arrived at 7:04pm) 
 
 Also Present:  Mayor Robert M. Weger, Law Director Thomas G. Lobe,  
    Finance Director Frank J. Brichacek, Jr., City Engineer Pietro A. DiFranco, 
    Clerk of Council Victoria Ann Savage 
 
President Somich:  I did received a call from Councilman Hallum that he is going to be late, he will be here 
this evening but as formality I think that we do need to excuse him and then we need to acknowledge when he 
does arrive.   
 
 MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMAN PLECNIK, seconded by Councilman Biro to excuse 
 Councilman Christopher Hallum from the Regular Council Meeting of October 22, 2015. 
 Roll Call: 6 AYES – unanimous           MOTION PASSES 
President Somich stated that Councilman Christopher Hallum has been excused from the Regular Council 
Meeting of October 22, 2015 and we will acknowledge when he arrives. 
 
Disposition of the Journal Regular Council Meeting Minutes of October 8, 2015 
 
 MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILMAN FIEBIG, seconded by Councilman Biro to adopt the  
 Regular Council Meeting Minutes of October 8, 2015 as submitted. 
Councilman Fiebig:  I just checked with the Clerk and offered one suggestion to edit that. So not as submitted; 
first draft, but please as corrected.   
 
President Somich:  What was, I guess for the note then; Mr. Lobe is suggesting since we are saying it, what was 
the correction? 
 
Council Clerk:  During Mr. Jim Gills’ presentation, Mark Grubiss had asked a question and Mark’s comment did 
not appear on the tape so then Councilman Fiebig asked if the question could be repeated again and I reflected it in 
the minutes that Mr. Gills repeated the question. I didn’t put the original question in because Mark Grubiss’ voice 
did not pick up on the tape.  But I covered it because Jim Gills did repeat the question publicly.   
 
President Somich:  So the content was in there, just a little bit out of sequence.  So the Motion has been as 
amended, slightly amended and is there any other discussion on the Motion? 
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 Roll Call:  Greer-abstain, Plecnik-yes, Somich-yes, Biro-yes, Fellows-yes, Fiebig-yes  
 MOTION PASSES: 6 AYES  
President Somich declared that the Regular Council Meeting Minutes for October 8, 2015 have been adopted. 
 
President Somich: Please let the Council Minutes reflect that Councilman Hallum has arrived at 7:04pm.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
City Engineer’s Report dated October 15, 2015 (Emailed:  October 15, 2015) 
FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR THE MONTH ENDING SEPTEMBER, 2015 CONSISTING OF:  GENERAL 
FUND INCOME STATEMENT, CASH RECONCILIATION, PURCHASE ORDER REPORTS, FUND 
ANALYSIS REPORTS, AND EXPENSE REPORTS (Emailed:  October 16, 2015) 
 
NOTIFICATIONS 
Planning & Zoning Commission and Architectural Board of Review Meeting of October 15, 2015 (Emailed:  
October 13, 2015)  
 

MAYOR’S REPORT – Robert M. Weger 
  City Administration is working with the new insurance carrier for the transition to the pool concept.  They are 

presently inventorying assets and familiarizing themselves with our account.   
  NOPEC (Northern Ohio Public Energy Council) is presently renegotiating rates for the aggregation group, 

which WH is a part of.  Our current gas supplier is Next Era Energy Services with a fixed rate of $2.71 per 
mcf.  This will change on October 31 for our residents who have the privilege to stay in the aggregation group 
or opt out.  We will make this price available both on the website and via our NOPEC flyers in City Hall 
lobby as soon as the information is available to us.   

  Seniors are reminded that they are able to us the services of Lake County Council on Aging to sort out the 
health insurance Open Enrollment.  They can call 440-205-8111 for an appointment.  

  Our City Engineer just received confirmation at that Lake County Stormwater Management has agreed to 
fund the Eagle Road Drainage and Slope Erosion that funding in the amount of $42,900 has been approved.  I 
have asked Council for legislation with an emergency clause for the November 12th Council Meeting. 

 Acknowledgements: 
  Congratulations to Firefighters Nicki Hoffman Vencl and Jonathan Havel on 10 years of service at WHFD 

and to Firefighter Lance Malone for 5 years of service with the City. 
Thanks to all who planned and attended the Willoughby Hills Halloween Party – good turnout and lots of fun. 

 Events: 
  Tuesday, November 3rd – Election Day 
  Friday, November 6th – Art Gallery Reception from 7 to 9pm 
  Wednesday, November 11th – Veteran’s Day Ceremony – to be held INSIDE 

W-E Schools Superintendent (US Marine Corps man) will be key note speaker 
 

LAW DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Law Director Thomas G. Lobe 
 Just a brief and quick summary of litigation primarily the Albertone Case which is brought on behalf of a new 

resident who purchased the lot and then built a home on Fowler Drive.  As I had told you there was an initial 
lawsuit filed and they have now filed an amended Complaint; we’ll be answering the amended Complaint and the 
factual issue is that while doing excavation work for the new house they found the old water treatment plant still 
on the property that we thought was going to be removed in 2005 and let me assure everybody that the facts that 
everybody agrees to at this time is that Willoughby Hills never owned the real estate, Willoughby Hills did not 
operate the treatment plant at anytime, Willoughby Hills did not contract for the removal of the water treatment 
plant and Willoughby Hills did not sell the real estate or involve in ownership or transfer of it, but yet we’re sued.  
And so we are working through that issue because of some documents that were in our file; we’ll have to defend it.  
As you know I’ve passed this thing on the first time to our insurance company, Cutiss and for the first time in 
about twenty years they denied a claim so I was handling it myself.  So now with the amended Complaint, I’ve 
resent it in.  I don’t hold a lot of hope based on the actions respectfully of this Council at the last meeting 
so...because we changed insurance carriers and they had already turned us down so, and they turned us down the 
first time.  So I just want to tell you that I will probably still continue to be representing them in that regard or 
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representing the City in that regard and they added a few new claims and a few more damages and just so you 
know we’re in the legal matter with CT, Rich Iafelice, individually; ourselves and Andy’s excavating so that’s 
where it stands, nothing new, just an amended Complaint was filed; so this is an update and I haven’t given you 
one in awhile.   

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Frank J. Brichacek, Jr. 
 No formal report was given.   
 

CITY ENGINEER’S REPORT – Pietro A. DiFranco, P.E. 
 No formal report was given; the Engineer’s Status Reports can be found on the City’s Website. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
The following Reports have been listed alphabetically by Committee. 
 
President Somich:  Usually we do have at least Rules and Legislation, but as you’ll see we do not have any new 
legislation being proposed we only have Second Reading of prior Ordinances so there was no reason to have a 
meeting to discuss nonexistent legislation this time.   
 
OTHER COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 

 There were no other Council Representative Reports brought forth by the Members. 
 
PUBLIC PORTION 
Section 107.08 – Public Meetings of Municipal Bodies of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Willoughby Hills: 
(a) All meetings of any municipal body are declared to be public meetings open to the public at all times.  All 
meetings shall provide a reasonable opportunity to hear public opinion.  
 
Public Portion was opened at 7:13pm.  

1.  Daniel Philipp 
 Chairman of the Recreation Commission  
 2423 Pine Valley Drive 
 Re:  The Recreation Commission has asked me to bring it to Council’s attention regarding Council 

Representation at our meetings over the last, several two to three years.  Of my involvement, the attendance at 
these meetings by Council where the representation was currently and before has been maybe about 20%.  
Also we don’t get any kind of, really any correspondence from a or a report stating no correspondence; so 
they have asked me to just bring it to Council’s attention and maybe address this situation to get Council 
involvement with the Recreation Commission.    Secondly as a resident, I am a little bit upset, concerned with 
some of these signs that are being posted.  I glance at them, know that we can’t do anything due to probably 
freedom of speech but irresponsible spending signs and things like that you know as a resident, to me it looks 
bad.  In other communities driving through, and to me it looks bad because it’s the furthest from the truth and 
I can honestly say that it is a lie.  The Mayor, Council, most of you up there have been here eight years ago 
when there was $20,000 in the bank account and there is over a million point two carryover and they’re 
saying that it is irresponsible spending; you know it irks me as a resident when other communities see us, you 
know, as a City that, I guess as an economic failure and I just want to say that’s not true.  Again, I will say 
this, you can lie with numbers but the numbers don’t lie.  Lastly, there are talks all the time here about the 
deficit budget and I just want to bring it up to people for them to understand, they need to understand that you 
know, the City is on a fixed income and I’m sure that you guys sit there and figure out what we can spend 
every year and you know some years you are going to go over with what you spend because you have what 
you call a reserve, it’s called a savings account.  It’s no different where a resident makes x-amount of dollars 
and he needs a driveway and he saves up three years and goes out and spends more than they bring in because 
they needed a new driveway.  So this stuff is nonsense, it drives me nuts to hear this kind of stuff as a resident 
and people thinking and believing that we are in financial shambles when it’s the farthest from the truth and 
Council Members can attest to that.  So that being said, some of these people who are saying these things, you 
know are spending $20-$30-$40,000 on campaigns to get a $6,000 a year jobs; it just irks me that they are the 
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ones calling the current Administration irresponsible.   
  

2 Virginia Bing 
 36951Beech Hills Drive 
 Re:  It’s a follow up question, there was a lot of discussion with all of these Charter Amendments coming 

through, that the wording of what was going to be on the ballot was actually not with you all but with the 
Election Board, I guess or something like that and did any of the wording change in regards to once they 
actually reviewed it; that’s what I had a question about.   

  
3. Frank Cihula 

 Dixon Road  
 Re:  The phone call that I just received was that this microphone was not working.  Don’t know why it’s 

disconnected... 
President Somich:  We apologize to any of our viewers on television we had a malfunction here due to a plug 
not being in properly.  Are there any other comments, anyone else who would like to address us this evening? 

  
4. Linda Fulton 

 2990 Marcum Boulevard 
 Re: I don’t know how long it’s been; I don’t know if it’s a couple of months or three Council Meetings ago 

but a Committee Meeting, there was a Safety Committee Meeting and we still haven’t had a report on that 
and I was just wondering when we can expect one.   

Public Portion was closed at 7:18pm. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

 Councilwoman Greer:  I would like to address one of the comments that was made this evening.  As a 
resident I am involved with the recreation of the City, I have coached the children before and I have been 
involved in other ways.  And if Council doesn’t currently have a representative, I would be happy to do that. 
 
President Somich:  We do, we actually do have and it, typically what happens is that the Chair of the 
Recreation Committee is the one that either goes to the meetings or assigns someone to go in his behalf. So I 
also wanted to apologize on behalf of Council, I was not aware that we were missing 80% of the meetings.  
So I’m not sure what the reasoning is on that, what the problem is... 
 
Councilman Plecnik:  Mr. President, as we discussed at the beginning of the year, I had told Council that 
doing the semester I would be unable to go the Recreation Commission meetings but everybody said at the 
Organizational Meeting that they would not be able to attend virtually any of the meetings.  So it was decided 
that me going to the meetings during the summers and when we were not in semester would be sufficient.  
But Cleveland State usually requires Professors to teach one night class a semester and I am indeed teaching a 
night class this semester.  And I am able to order it so that it doesn’t conflict with Council Meetings but if you 
are going to have Tuesday, Thursday free they’re not going to give you Monday, Wednesday free and the 
Recreation Commission meets on Wednesdays.  So because every other member on Council said that they 
would miss more meetings than I, I volunteered to go so that we would at least get some of them.  But during 
the semester night classes prohibit me from being able to go to Wednesday evening meetings.   
 
President Somich:  I don’t recall that conversation but I believe that is what probably happened.  I would 
recommend that at this stage of the game, that we do look at the Committee assignments on that for next year 
and for the rest of this year Mr. Plecnik, if you could ask somebody else, maybe to fill in for you, maybe for 
any of the other ones and in that way we do have representation at least somebody else can on Council could 
go to the meetings. 
 
Councilman Plecnik:  Absolutely. 
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Councilman Biro:  Mr. President, I would be happy...I am on that Committee and would be happy to; I 
didn’t know that there was an issue, so I would be happy to join in that meeting.   
 
Law Director Lobe:  Ms. Bing, if you want to talk with me after the meeting or you could call me tomorrow 
and I will discuss that issue with you, got my cell number?     
 
Virginia Bing:  I think I can find it...I’ll talk with you.... 

 
LEGISLATION 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2015-40 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PART ONE – ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, TITLE NINE – 
TAXATION, BY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW CHAPTER 186 – INCOME TAX EFFECTIVE 
FOR TAX YEARS BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2016 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF WILLOUGHBY HILLS. 
President Somich:  It is our regular policy that this Ordinance does go through the Three Readings if at 
all possible, so it will remain on Second Reading and I ask all Members of Council to come at the next 
meeting prepared to vote for it, or to vote on it, I should say.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

 MOTION MADE BY COUNCILMAN HALLUM, seconded by Councilman Biro to declare as surplus a 
2002 Infiniti Q35 (VIN#1GCCS1447RK165037) with 89,059 miles; Administration has determined the 
value of said vehicle to be $500. 
 
President Somich:  We have a Motion from Councilman Hallum, seconded by Councilman Biro to 
declare as surplus a 2002 Infiniti vehicle; we all heard the description and the VIN Number.  The 
Administration has determined that the value of this will be $500 so we do not need an ordinance it can 
be done by a simple motion.  Is there any other discussion on this Motion? 
 
Councilwoman Fellows:  Mr. President, what vehicle is this, is this a Police Vehicle. 
 
Mayor Weger:  It was one that was confiscated in 2006 or 2007 and it was being used by the Building 
Inspector.  It is virtually rusted away.  The exhaust is extremely expensive because it’s worn and the 
Building Inspector now has a Durango that was passed on from the Police Program.   
 
Councilman Fiebig:  Mr. President, do we need to replace the vehicle from the Police Department then? 
 
Mayor Weger:  We got the Caprice two weeks ago, so no.   
 
Councilwoman Fellows: So I don’t know this is probably a question now because we are talking about 
vehicles; what’s the update on the Mack Truck? 
 
President Somich:  Can we come back to that so we can finish this Motion...Any other discussion on 
this Motion? 
Roll Call:   7 AYES                                                                                                       MOTION PASSES
President Somich:  Motion carries that vehicle has been declared as surplus.  Now the question.... 
 
Councilwoman Fellows:  It should have been under “Unfinished Business” but as we started to speak 
about vehicles, is there any update on the Service Truck? 
 




